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The Great Ones Look Ahead

“Some people skate to the puck. I skate to where 
the puck is going to be” Wayne Gretzky

“In preparing for battle I have always found plans 
useless but planning is indispensable” Dwight D 

Eisenhower

“A man who doesn’t think and plan long ahead, will 
find trouble right at his door” Confuscius



Environment Agency Role

prevent or minimise the impact of incidents;

investigate the cause of incidents & consider 
enforcement action, &;

seek remediation, clean-up or restoration of 
the environment.
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Topics

Collaboration

Capability & capacity – skills development / 
equipment sharing

Standards – scientific integrity

Data & information – “One Touch” approach

Monitoring Preparedness Assessment





Weymouth Lowestoft

Centre for Environment, Fisheries 
& Aquaculture Science
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Natural England & Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee
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Operational, Technical and Support 

Specialist Categories

1 Aware

2 Basic

3 Capable

4 Distinguished

5 Expert

Capable People
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• PREMIAM Guidance 
(www.cefas.co.uk/premiam/guidelines/)

• International standards apply (ISO/CEN)

• WFD methods (www.wfduk.org)

• NMBAQC standards (www.NMBAQCS.org)

• QUASIMEME

• EA WFD instructions or common monitoring 
standards with NE/NRW and Cefas

Scientific Integrity

http://www.cefas.co.uk/premiam/guidelines/
http://www.wfduk.org/
http://www.nmbaqcs.org/
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“One Touch” approach
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Monitoring Preparedness Assessment Scores
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Sea Empress 1996

2 3 3 2 2 3 2 1 18

2
MSC Napoli 2007

2 3 3 3 3 3 3 1 21

3
Sea Empress equivalent 2014

4 4 3 3 3 3 3 2 25

4
MSC Napoli equivalent 2014

4 3 3 4 4 4 4 2 28

5
Subsea release offshore –

present day 3 2 2 2 4 4 2 2 21

6
Small localised oil spill near

shore – present day 4 5 4 5 5 4 5 2 34



Summary

Collaborate

“Go to Service” established

“One Touch” approach

Skills Development & Maintenance

Scientific Integrity

Exercise

Photo courtesy Barry Thomas: Redcar Sunset
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Riverdance 2008 PIB oiled bird 2013

Napoli 2007

Ice Prince 2008


