ANTIFOULING PAINT BOOSTER BIOCIDES: THE CURRENT STATUS OF INPUTS AND IMPACTS
INTHE UK COASTAL ENVIRONMENT

by Kevin Thomas, John Chadwick’, Tim Fileman®, Katherine Raymond', James Readman? and Mike Waldock

Toxic antifouling paints are used to prevent marine life from colonising the bottoms of boats. A ban in the use of environmentally damaging tributyltin (TBT) formulations on small boats in the late 1980s has led to the development of copper-based alternatives containing organic biocides to boost
their performance (Figure |).The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) now intend to extend the TBT ban to all vessels by the year 2003 which will result in a further increase in booster biocide use. Here we present data relating to the rates at which some of these compounds are
released into the environment, their concentrations in surface waters and sediments and present the findings of a preliminary risk assessment for the compounds most commonly used on small vessels in UK aquatic systems.
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Table 2. Summary of 1998 yachting season monitoring data, April to October
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Sutton Harbour more information is required to provide a robust risk assessment (Table 3).
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