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Introduction

The NMCAQC scheme was initiated in 1991 by the Marine Pollution
Monitoring Management Group (MPMMG) to support the analytical work
associated with the National Marine Monitoring Programme (NMMP). The
scheme was established and administered by a National Co-ordinating
Committee (NCC) comprising representatives of the laboratories submitting
data to the NMMP. The NCC organised a contract to provided proficiency
test samples for determinands in the NMMP and collected subscriptions from
participating laboratories to fund the scheme. The first distribution was sent
out in September 1992. The NCC also issued a policy document on in-house
AQC to all participating laboratories in 1992.The document provided guidance
on performance testing of methods, and encouraged the participation of
laboratories in formal accreditation schemes.

The NCC introduced special exercises and workshops in subsequent years to

Links with QUASIMEME

Several of the laboratories participating in the NMCAQC were also invited to
participate in QUASIMEME I. The NCC invited the QUASIMEME | project
manager, Dr D Wells, to attend meetings to strengthen the links between the
schemes and QUASIMEME sediment and biota materials were used in
NMCAQC distributions. It was agreed that all laboratories should join the
QUASIMEME proficiency testing scheme when it became subscription based
in 1996. QUASIMEME now supplies individual laboratories with their test
results and these are forwarded to the central NMCAQC database

(see Figure ).
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