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Introduction 

This is the eighth inventory of current meter data obtained 
from exercises carried out by the Lowestoft Laboratory of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAFF); it covers 
the years 1984 to 1986. Meters deployed in the North-east 
Atlantic during 1986, but not due for recovery until 1987, will 
be included in a later inventory. 

MAFF Fisheries Research Technical Reports Nos. 4,7, 15,38, 
54, 65 and 80 are inventories of current meter data covering 
the years 1968-1983 (Baxter and Bedwell, 1972; Bedwell, 1973, 
Bedwell et al., 1975; Medler, 1977; Jones, 1979, 1982, 1985). 

A description of the current meter mooring used in shelf seas 
is given in Baxter and Bedwell (1972). The processing of data 
recorded by the instruments is described in Bedwell (1973). A 
diagrammatic representation of the mooring arrangement 
used in the NE Atlantic is given in Medler et al. (1984). This 
inventory comprises Table 1 which summarizes the current 
meter exercise on the shelf, Tables 2-8 which detail the data 
obtained from all exercises, and Figures 1-5 which show the 
locations of the moorings referred to. 

In the tables, a 'P' or 'T' in the 'Notes' indicates that the meter 
was fitted with a pressure (P) or temperature (T) sensor. The 
type of current meter used is shown in a note at the foot of each 
table. The recording interval is normally 10 min in the shelf 
seas and 1 h in the deep ocean. The tables give the length of 
good data recorded by each meter; a note indicates why data 
was less than expected in particular cases. For the semi- 
permanent station e.g. Sellafield (Table 4), the geographic 
position is the nominal one, with slight differences in position 
and water depth from deployment to deployment; the variation 
about this position is 0.7IN-S and 0.8IE-W. The mean spring 
tidal range shown is taken from the Admiralty CO-tidal and 
CO-rangechart No. 5058 (Great Britain - Hydrographer of the 
Navy, 1974). 

Data availability 

The Marine Information and Advisory Service (MIAS) was 
set up to co-ordinate the archiving of all UK oceanographic 
data. Data from MAFF moored current meters are supplied 
to MIAS on a routine basis. Data collected in any one year are 
not freely available to the scientific and commercial 
community via MIAS until a further three years have elapsed. 
Hence at 1 January 1986, data collected by MAFF in 1982 came 
into general circulation. 

Data are available from MIAS in a variety of standard formats 
to suit customer's requirements. Enquiries should be made to 
MIAS, Bidston Observatory, Birkenhead, Merseyside, L43 
7RA. Enquiries about MAFF data which is not in circulation 
should be made to MAFF, Fisheries laboratory, Lowestoft, 
Suffolk, NR33 OHT. 

The Fisheries Research Data Report Series will provide detailed 

presentations of results in the form of plots and tabulation 
from selected moored current meter deployments. Those 
published to date (Medler et al., 1983, 1984, 1985; Norris, 1985 
and Norris and MacDougall, 1986) are detailed in the 
references. 

Data return statistics 

Table 1 gives the statistics relating to the scale of the exercises, 
losses and data returns for moorings in shelf seas. It follows 
similar tables in previous inventories. 
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