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Recent escapees, like recent stockees in a put-and-
take fishery, were well-charged with intestinal fat, but 
many of the fish found in the River Earn were losing 
weight.  In spite of vociferous claims to the contrary 
from some anglers, the survey found no evidence 
of predation on salmonid fry or parr, although one 
rainbow trout contained a large minnow.   Also, salmon 
and trout continued to spawn successfully in close 
proximity to the rainbow trout farms and juvenile 
densities were good.  However, larger brown trout 
and grayling were scarce.  This may have been due to 
competitive pressure from escaped rainbow trout, but 
increased angling effort in the area, including bait-
fishing, is likely to have depleted wild fish stocks as 
well as rainbow trout.  Escaped rainbow trout are also 
attractive locally to otters, mink, herons and ospreys 
and when abundant may increase the general level 
of predation. [Following the issue of the report, Jon 
Gibb, Fishery Manager of the River Lochy Association, 
Inverness-shire, provided photographic evidence of a 
partly digested salmon smolt in the stomach of a large 
escaped rainbow trout and stated that such predation 
was believed to be common in the River Lochy.  We 
reiterated that greater efforts should be made to 
contain rainbow trout and suggested that the Lochy 
Association and Lochaber District Salmon Fishery 
Board might wish to organise a fuller investigation of 
the diet of escaped fish in their area, perhaps through 
the local Fisheries Trust.]

Conclusions from the studies

 There has been a large increase in the useage of 
rainbow trout for stocking angling fisheries in 
Scotland during the last thirty years.

 These fisheries are an important economic and 
recreational resource and are very popular with 
anglers.

 Viewed in the context of conserving native stocks of 
fish, the growing number of stocked rainbow trout 
fisheries is a concern where natural water bodies 
are used for this purpose. 

 More needs to be done to contain rainbow trout 
in fish farms and stocked fisheries and prevent 
them appearing in natural waters where they are 
generally unwelcome, although their ecological 
impact remains unclear. 

 However, colonisation of Scottish waters by 
rainbow trout through natural spawning is not an 
issue although, with gradually changing climatic 
conditions, it is conceivable that the species could 
become naturalised here eventually. 
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FISH MEDICINES AND FEED ADDITIVES: 
A GUIDE TO THE REGULATORY IMPLICATIONS OF THEIR USE IN UK 

AQUACULTURE

David Verner–Jeffreys and Myriam Algoet, CEFAS Weymouth Laboratory, 
Barrack Road, The Nothe, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 8UB

Introduction

It has long been recognised that veterinary medicines, 
including  vaccines, used in food fish production 
should be demonstrably effective and safe to the target 
animal, as is the case for other farmed animals. Safety 
to the eventual consumer and the environment should 
also be proved.  Legislation prohibits the marketing 
or administration of a veterinary medicinal product 
unless it is authorised.  A marketing authorisation may 
only be granted where scientific assessment of data 
supplied by the applicant against statutory criteria 
of safety, quality and efficacy demonstrates that the 
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