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What are FAO reference centres? 

• One of FAO’s global missions is to provide field 
and technical support to member countries 

• Reference Centres designated by FAO are 
regarded as centres of excellence in providing,
• Scientific and technical expertise, 

• Diagnostic and reference services, 

• Laboratory and field training, 

• Coordinating research and developmental studies

• All contributing to the FAO/WHO mission and to 
UN SDG goals

Process of designation



Why - FAO Reference Centre for Bivalve Mollusc Sanitation?

• The growing importance and potential of bivalves in assisting 
with our global food security challenge is well recognised

• FAO have established the 1st FAO Reference Centre for 
Bivalve Mollusc Sanitation (November 2018) to support 
existing bivalve molluscs sanitation programmes and to assist 
in their future development

• UK government recognise the importance of the initiative and 
have committed to support baseline operational delivery (£) of 
an agreed work programme
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Work programme of the FAO Reference Centre for Bivalve Mollusc Sanitation 

Each year we agree an annual programme to prioritize our work according to 
FAO’s mandate, Member Country requests and available funding. 

At the end of each year we will prepare an annual report



Scroll 
down

FAORC website landing page

www.faobivalves
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Online learning e-module

https://elearning.fao.org/course

E-learning modules to cover all 
sections of the FAO/WHO 

Technical Guidance in 3 modules



Introduction 
and Growing 
Area Risk Profile

Growing Area 
Assessment and 
Growing Area 
Review

Module 1  Module 2 Module 3

Classification, and 
Growing Area Monitoring 
and Growing Area 
Management

COMPLETE COMPLETE Under development



Thank you


