
 

Adoption of Codex E.coli criteria for live bivalve molluscs: paper for discussion at the 
Member States restricted working group on bivalve molluscs. 

 
Codex E. coli criterion for products placed on the market differs from the EU criterion contained in 
EU food legislation; the Codex criterion is a three class plan (n=5, c=1, m=230 and M=700 E. coli 
MPN/100g) whereas the EU criteria (Regulation 2073/2005) is a two class plan (n=1, c=0, M=230 E. 
coli MPN /100g). This has implications for international trade. The EURL has previously examined the 
comparability of these standards for end-products and concluded that on average, the EU two class 
plan criterion is more stringent. However, for available pathogen data (Salmonella) application of 
the Codex three class plan for E. coli would have only a marginal effect on public health protection 
with a 0.1% increase in average prevalence in end product compared with the current EU E. coli 
criterion. However, importantly the Codex three class plan approach is more likely to detect non-
compliant samples particularly as contamination levels approach the regulatory limit. Following 
discussion with NRLs, adoption of the Codex approach for end-product testing is considered 
scientifically preferable and can be recommended – it offers on average broadly equivalent health 
protection and is more likely to detect non-compliant samples. It does however also have the 
implication of significantly more testing required to demonstrate compliance (5 samples instead of 
1). 
 
However, because the EU criterion for marketed products set out in Regulation 2073/2005 is also 
the standard required of LBMs harvested from Class A designated production areas in Regulation 
854/2004, the impact of adoption of the Codex criterion on harvesting areas classification has also to 
be considered. A direct application of the Codex criteria to harvest area monitoring would mean a 5 
fold increase in the number of samples needed to maintain a classification. The approach agreed at 
the restricted working group meeting of 21st January 2013 was to separate the end product standard 
in Regulation 2073/2005 from the harvest area standard in Regulation 854/2004. It was agreed that 
a possible approach was to adopt standards for Class A production areas that would be comparable 
to the Codex standards. 
 
 
EURL Weymouth 
14th February 2013 
 

European Union Reference laboratory for 

monitoring bacteriological and viral 

contamination of bivalve molluscs 

 

The Centre for Environment, Fisheries & Aquaculture 

Science 

Weymouth Laboratory, 

Barrack Road, 

The Nothe, 

Weymouth,  

Dorset DT4 8UB UK 
Tel: +44 (0) 1305 206600, Fax +44 (0) 1305 206601   

Email: fsq@cefas.co.uk  http://www.eurlcefas.org 

 

 

THIS D
OCUMENT W

AS PRODUCED BY THE EUROPEAN

 U
NIO

N R
EFERENCE LA

BORATORY FOR M
ONITORIN

G 

BACTERIO
LO

GIC
AL A

ND VIR
AL C

ONTAMIN
ATIO

N 

 O
F BIVALV

E M
OLL

USCS

mailto:fsq@cefas.co.uk




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		separation-of-end-product-and-class-a-monitoring-requirements-under-eu-regulation.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



