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Adoption of Codex E.coli criteria for live bivalve molluscs: paper for discussio Q\ é
Member States restricted working group on bivalve molluscs. Ib

EU food legislation; the Codex criterion is a three class plan (n=5, c=1,
MPN/100g) whereas the EU criteria (Regulation 2073/2005) is a t

00 E.coti
) c®30 E.
coli MPN /100g). This has implications for international trade. The o N\ amined the
comparability of these standards for end-products and concludéd that gwerag%w two class
m

plan criterion is more stringent. However, for available pa@n da o e?? pplication of
the Codex three class plan for E. coli would have onIy cton '&c ealth protection
j current EU E. coli

with a 0.1% increase in average prevalence in end p%
criterion. However, importantly the Codex three n% re lj detect non-
compliant samples particularly as contammat n h theregul mit. Following
discussion with NRLs, adoption of the Code ct testing is considered

scientifically preferable and can be reco ded fer o erag adly equivalent health
protection and is more likely to dete Zco oe wever also have the
implication of significantly more t n req o de;& tra pllance (5 samples instead of
1).

However, because the | ro t out in Regulation 2073/2005 is also

the standard required o Ms sted fro Class S|gnated production areas in Regulation
854/2004, the impdctof ad ' n on harvesting areas classification has also to

be con5|dered ta |ter|a to harvest area monitoring would mean a 5
fold increas nu malntam a classification. The approach agreed at
the rest anuary 2013 was to separate the end product standard
in Re w€st area standard in Regulation 854/2004. It was agreed that

|b gards for Class A production areas that would be comparable
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