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The classification of new bivalve production areas is supported by an evaluation of the risk of microbiological contamination
provided by sanitary surveys. The evaluation of sources and types of contamination in or around bivalve production areas is
necessary to understand the impact of these sources on the levels of microbiological contamination in bivalve molluscs
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Information evaluated during the sanitary survey

Sources of microbiological
contamination of human and
animal origin are identified

1

Effects of currents, bathymetry
and tides on the levels of
contamination are studied

L e TR
Quantities of microbiological
contaminants released and their
s seasonality are analysed

- The information is evaluated through a desk study. A shoreline survey is performed in the production area to confirm the existence

'3.‘-.*3 of pollution sources and their effect on the production area. A report is written containing the overall assessment and the sampling

-_’_,,:-53 plan for microbiological'monitoring

e

:,*q A monitoring programme based on the outcomes of a sanitary survey is expected to minimise the risk of infectious diseases

"oy arising from the consumption of bivalves and target water quality improvements in their production areas
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:'f'_'-*-; Information and co-operation from other government bodies, local authorities, water companies and the shellfish industry are =

viewed as an important part of the process =
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