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Achievements

• Scientific best-practice & guidance

• Organisational processes (PMCC etc.)

• Forum for debate and cooperation
• Cross UK

• Cross sector

• Awareness raising (Premiam Conference)

• Methods to assess preparedness

• Included in the National Contingency Plan

• Deployed in National Response Exercises



The Premiam Guidelines
• Guidance for those tasked with conducting, organising, 

contributing to or advising upon post spill monitoring and impact 
assessment.

• Aims to aid

• Speed of response

• Cost-effectiveness

• Key expertise

• Best practice/Scientific quality

• Coordination/integration

• Multiple contributing organisations
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The Principles of a Monitoring Plan

• When do we need to monitor?

• Why do we monitor?

• What do we monitor?

• Where do we monitor?

• How frequently do we monitor?

• When to stop monitoring

• Survey design

• Co-ordination and an Integrated Approach



Survey Planning
• Purpose

• Establishment of baseline data and information

• Design process

• Site selection

• Statistical considerations



Sample Collection and Management

• Introduction

• Sampling

• Sample preparation

• Sample labelling and tracking

• Transport and storage



Key Methodologies
• Chemical analysis

• Ecotoxicology in Post-incident monitoring

• Ecological Assessment – General guidance

• Ecological Assessment – Specific resources: 
habitats and wildlife

• Modelling

• Remote sensing, autonomous platforms and other 
technologies



Data Quality and Management
• General considerations

• Quality control considerations



Communications and Reporting
• Communication objectives

• Communications media

• Communications recommendations

• Overall remarks



Appendices
• The Premiam Monitoring Co-ordination Cell

• Impacts on human health

• Preparedness matrix

• List of protected species, England and Wales

• Compensation for oil spill damage from ships and Environmental Regulations

• PMCC Situation report



… and finally
• Guidelines: Free and fully downloadable at 

https://www.cefas.co.uk/premiam/guidelines/

• Hard copies available for review at the Cefas 
stand (but don’t take them!)

• Engagement & promotion

• Collaboration

• Dissemination
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Thank You!

Contact: mark.kirby@cefas.co.uk
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